Cognitive Psychology Research Labs
Mississippi State University
This guide is designed for students, parents, and faculty to better understand research opportunities within the Cognitive Science Psychology program at Mississippi State University.
Participating in a research lab provides students with:
· Hands-on experience in psychological research
· Mentorship from faculty and graduate students
· Preparation for graduate school (PhD, PsyD, Medical, or PA programs)
· Opportunities for recommendation letters and professional development
How to Apply for a Lab Position
Step 1: Prepare
· Review the Cold Email Template on the Value Added Experiences Canvas page
· Identify labs that match your interests
Step 2: Do Your Research
· Read a recent published article from the professor
· Understand their research focus before reaching out
Step 3: Reach Out
· Email the professor to introduce yourself
· Request a meeting to discuss opportunities
Step 4: Get Involved
· If accepted:
· Discuss weekly hours and expectations
· Set up DIS (Directed Individual Study) for course credit if applicable
Faculty Research Labs
Dr. Allison Jaeger
Focus Areas:
· Cognitive psychology & education
· Spatial thinking
· STEM learning
· Metacognition
Email: ajb1193@msstate.edu
Dr. Andrew F. Jarosz
Focus Areas:
· Problem solving
· Creativity
· Working memory
· Attention
Email: afj62@msstate.edu
Dr. Jarrod Moss
Focus Areas:
· Complex problem solving
· Creativity
· Neuroimaging
Email: jarrod.moss@msstate.edu
Dr. Michael S. Pratte
Focus Areas:
· Visual perception
· Memory
· EEG & fMRI
Email: prattems@psychology.msstate.edu
Dr. Thalia Vrantsidis
Focus Areas:
· Understanding
· Emotion processing
· Cognition
Website: https://thaliavrantsidis.com/
Dr. Jonathon Whitlock
Focus Areas:
· Memory 
· Attention
· Eye-tracking
· Pupil response
Email: jw4234@msstate.edu
Tips for Success
Be professional and concise in emails
Demonstrate genuine interest in research
Follow up respectfully
Be open to gaining experience gradually

🐾 Hail State!
Research is one of the most valuable experiences you can gain during your time at Mississippi State University. Take initiative, stay curious, and get involved early!

